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Children from Nago’s Wonderful World of English Day Care School and
Marines and Sailors from 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment pose for
a photo during their final gathering at Camp Schwab’s Oura Wan beach
on June 7, just a few days before 2/7 returned to the U.S.

(See story on page 6)

Photo by GySgt. Matt evezi
oooooO0oO0oOoO0O0O000oO0o0O0O0OoOoOoOoooooooooOoo
oo oo g
00o0oo0oO0oOo0OOU000OOoOoOoOoenO700OOUOOOOOO

gooooooooocoooooooo
oooboedooooOOO

Inside

Special Interview:It. Gen. Gregson prepares to wrap up Okinawa tour -
Ambassador congratulates “Okina Wa” on its first anniversary - - -

Marine hones martial arts skills at JGSDF school -

WWE kids, 2/7 Marines hold farewell party . . . . . . . . .

Marines, students plant trees to celebrate Earth Day .

Camp Spotlight: Camp Hansen « « -« -« -+ « - - - « « . . .
Hamahiga Island residents maintain forgotten Marine memmorial -

Military women build friendship through martial arts exchange @
Kadena Police honor trio for aiding distressed diver -
Marine Corps recognizes Okinawa volunteer - - S
Matines participate in Okinawan tradition of dragon boat races *

Ask Jun Column/Readers’ Voices = = =« =« « + + .+ . . -

Compassion for family inspires donation/ComRel Specialists -
MCCS Semper Fit Sports Program/Base events calendar -

Tidhdlbn Chedle © o © © ¢ 0o 6 0 6 0 6 0 6 0 6 0 o o o

oo

ooo

ooo000O0oO00O00OOO0OO0000O000O0O0O0000=—2-3

ooooooomoooooioo00o:

ooocooooooocooooboooooooa - - -

wwiooooooooooooooooo -
ooooooOooooooooOoOoOOoOooO-
oooooooooooooooooooooan -

ooooooooooooooooooooooog - - -
oboocooooooocoboooooog s - s s s e s e

oooooooooooooooonos3onoon:
ooooooooOooooooooo - °
o0o0oo0O0ooooOoooooooo
ooooooooooo/s 0000 -

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD/I:IDEII:IDEI'

oOoooO0oO0oOoo/acsOnoOooooooon:-

OO0OOOoOOOEE ¢« ¢ o ¢ 5 ¢ 6 6 0 0 5 ¢ o o o




Special Interview
Gregson prepares to wrap
up Okinawa tour
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Story by Kaori Tanahara, “Okina Wa” Editor

As the Commanding General of the III Marine Expeditionary Force, Lt.Gen.
Wallace C. Gregson has led more than 20,000 Japan-based Marines and Sailors
since July 31, 2001.
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Including his tenure as the 3* Marine Division com-
mander before taking over III MEFE, LtGen. Gregson has
been on Okinawa for approximately three years during
his current tour.

Currently slated to become the Marine Forces Pacific
commandet, he is scheduled to turn over III MEF to
Lt.Gen. (sel) Robert R. Blackman July 16 before transfet-
ring to Hawaii.

As the head of MARFORPAC, based at Camp H.M.
Smith, Hawaii, Lt.Gen. Gregson will oversee the largest
field command in the Marine Corps, which encompasses
neatly 80,000 Marines and sailors spread out over 11 in-
stallations and operating throughout 20 countries.

Before bidding farewell to Okinawa, in a special inter-
view with “Okina Wa,” Lt.Gen. Gregson talked about IIT
MEF, Okinawa, and the relationship between the Ma-
rines and the people of Okinawa.

Lt.Gen. Wallace C. Gregson

Q) What are the most significant achievements you

have made in the areas of III MEF operational readiness?
A) We have expanded our training in other countries around the region and in
mainland Japan. In each and every case we are working and training with the
forces of the host nation, including Japanese Self Defense Forces on the main-
land. These efforts contribute directly to peace and stability in the region and
support the goals of the US-Japan Treaty. In addition, we have deployed our
Marines to the Middle East and Central Asia to help ensure stability in that
region so important to Japan and the United States.

Q) While on the subject of peace and stability in the region, what would
be the role of the U.S. Marine Corps on Okinawa in dealing with any
conflicts between North Korea and American allies in the region?

A) One of our most important roles is to ensure peace in this region by helping

deter North Korea from any offensive action. In the event anything happens,

we ate ready to respond very promptly and with all of our strength. The num-
ber of times I have been criticized by the state-controlled Central News Agency
of North Korea is an indication that they recognize our ability.

Q) What is your view on the public sentiment that Okinawa might be
come the target of a terrorist attack?
A) I think Japan and Okinawa are very safe. The security provided by the police,
customs, Self Defense Forces and others helps prevent any terrorist attacks.
But as the Aum Shinrikyo attack a few years ago on the Tokyo subway
showed, we must always remain alert. A JGSDF officer who was involved in the
incident came to Okinawa and taught some classes for us. We will be sending
Marines to Tokyo to learn more about their (JGSDF%) experience in an actual
terrorist incident that involved chemicals.
We also have a formalized counterpart relationship between the 4" Marine
Regiment at Camp Schwab and the Western Army Infantry Regiment that is
designed for rapid reinforcement to outer islands of Japan if there is a threat
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to them. —O00000000000O0O0O000O0O0OOO0000AO0
ooo0oO0oO00OO0OOOO0OOO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOOOOOOO
Q) During your tenure as CG, you placed alarge emphasisoncommu O O0000000O0O0OCOOOOOOOOOOOO
nity relations, as evidenced by the volunteer English teaching pro godgoooodoooooiooooooooooognd
gram. Why is a strong community relations program soimportantto OO D000000000000000000O0O0OO0O0O0O0O0O
the U.S. military? goboooooboooobboooobooooboooobooo
A) We feel we are part of the community here. Americans, particulatly those OO0 0000000000000 O0OOO0OOOOOOOOOOO
Americans and their families who choose to serve their country in uniform,are OO0 00000
very caring and giving people. Many come from other countries around the gjoodbodoouobouoouobonobonmooo
wotld, and they desire to help their neighbors and friends. Jooboooooobooooboboooobooboooboog
I hope we have strengthened the relationship between the militaryandthe O OO0 0000000000 O0OO0O0O0O0O
community. I hope everything we do helps that, and I hope that our friends will goodoooooooomoooooooooooooa

tell us what is most important to them.

We feel that the assistance we can provide by teaching conversational En-
glish may be particulatly helpful. Many of my Okinawan friends have told me
that improving English language fluency will help their children and grandchil-
dren achieve greater success in business, medical, and law professions. We hope
so, and we are working to expand this program into high schools in the future.

Another idea, currently in the exploratory stage, is to expand the DoD schools
and make them available not only to the children of the faculty of the new
Graduate University but to non-SOFA Americans, children of all nationalities
on Okinawa, and Okinawan high school students who want a different type of
education than the Japanese school system. It would be a
cooperative program between the Japanese, U.S. and
Okinawan Prefectural governments.

I believe helping Okinawan youngsters (with their En-
glish) will help Okinawa become a business hub and lead
the whole nation into a new era of economic success in

“Americans who live and
work here genuinely like
Okinawa primarily because
of the people that they
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many ways. We can try to recreate the situation where meet here.” Jd0d0d0dddddddddggoooooo
Okinawa’s strategic location becomes a tremendous busi- - LtGen. Wallace C. Gregson gdddooodboooooooooboooa
ness and trade advantage so that the people here who gooooooooodad
have given so much to the whole security equation in booooooooooo
Asia will reap some of the benefits from this security ooooon 400000000 00ooO0oOoooao
situation. bobooooooooil  poooooOo0000000000000
ooooooo O0000oOOoO0OOOO0ODOOO0OD0OOOooo
Q) What does “Okinawa” mean to you? What do oooooooomm go0000O0O0OO0O0OO0ODOOoO0OOoDOOon
you like the most about Okinawa? Based on your -0ooocoooooooo J00000o0oooooooooooon
own experience here, how would you desctibe goooooooooooooooooood
Okinawa to someone who has never been here? oobooooooboooboooooogobon
A) Okinawa means many things to me. This has been the mostrewardingexpe- OO 0000000000000 O0OOOO0O0O0O00OOOOO0O
rience of my career. Okinawa’s location makes it very important. Nocommu- OO0 0000000000 M OO O000000O0O0O0OO0O
nity in the entire Asian region has done more for the peace, securityandthe OO0 0000000000000 O0O0O0O0OOOOODOOO
stability of our two countries and the region than Okinawa because of itsloca- O OOO00O000O000O000O0OO00OOOOOOOOOOOOO
tion. The history of Okinawa has been very challenging. However, peoplehere OO0 000000000000 O0O00OOOOO0OOOOOOOO
have a tremendous work ethic. They are warm, gracious and ambitious people. [ 0000
To someone who has never been here, I would tell them that Okinawa is a Joooooooooooomuoooooooooooono
very special place, with very special people, and a wonderful place tolive, work OO0 0000000000000 O0OO0OOOOOOOOOOO
and raise a family. gobooooobooooboobooobbobobooooboo
Americans who live and work here genuinely like Okinawa primarilybe- OO0 O0O000000O00O0OO0O0O00O0OOOOOOOOOOOO
cause of the people that they meet here. My organization has the highestvolun- OO0 0000000000000 O0O0O0OO0O00O0O00O00OOOO
tarily extension rate in the Marine Cotps because people like being here. Oooooooooooooo
Q) Do you have a farewell message for the people of Okinawa? —O0000000000000000000O0O0oOoooao
A) I want to sincerely thank all the wonderful people of this great community goodoooooomooooooooooooooona
for everything they have done for my family and myself. The pastthreeyears O OOO00O000000O000O0O0O0OO 3000000000
have been a wonderful and very rewarding time. I consider myself very fortu- OO 000000000000 0O0300000000000 OO
nate being able to be here for three years, especially havingmade somanyclose OO0 000000000000 O000O0OOO0OOOOOOOO
Okinawan friends here. I hope this is not “farewell” but only a temporarypart- OO0 000000000 O0O0O0000000000O00O0OODOO0O
ing of friends. I hope we will be back to visit often. Thereisalarge Okinawan OO 0000000000000 O000DO0OOO0OOOOOOOO
community in Hawaii, and we are anxious to get to know them. Talsohopeour OO00000000000O0O0OOO00O00OO0O0OCOOOOOOO
many friends here will call on us when they visit Hawaii. 000000000000 00000000000O000000
goboobooooooobooooooobobooooboboooog
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Ambassador congratulates oooooomn
“Okina Wa” on its first anniversaryIj ObooOdoilgoo

Sadaaki Numata
Ambassador in charge of Okinawa Affairs
Okinawa Liaison Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to “Okina Wa” on
the first anniversary of its publication. Befitting the very appropriate
double meaning of its title, “Okina Wa” has been
playing a significant role in extending the circle

of mutual knowledge and friendship between the
United States Marine Corps and the people of
the local communities here in Okinawa. The fact
that its circulation has doubled within a year am-
ply testifies to this.

Since I arrived here in January as Ambassador
in charge of Okinawa Affairs, I have considered
it my task to act as an honest, sincere and sensi-
tive interlocutor to the prefectural and municipal
authorities and people of Okinawa and to the U.S.
Forces here. This entails explaining to the people
of Okinawa the challenges that face us in today’s
wortld, be it the threat of terrorism or of weapons
of mass destruction, as in the case of Iraq and
North Korea, and the important role of the Ja-
pan-U.S. alliance in ensuring our security. As you
know, our two governments are making serious
efforts to alleviate the burden falling on the people
of Okinawa because of the heavy concentration of the US. bases here. 1
am spending a lot of time facilitating communication between the
Okinawan and U.S. sides in order to minimize possible frictions and to
resolve problems as they arise. Preventing accidents and incidents in-
volving U.S. military personnel and their families is a matter of highest
priority in this regard.

I do feel that much can be done to nurture a relationship of mutual
understanding, trust and benefit between the people of Okinawa and the
U.S. military personnel here. For example, I would like very much to see
the “Good Neighbor” policy pursued by the U.S. Forces Japan bear fur-
ther fruits here in Okinawa. In this context, I highly appreciate the series
of outreach efforts undertaken by the U.S. forces in Okinawa,and am
greatly encouraged to see in the pages of “Okina Wa” that Marine Corps
volunteers are actively engaged in the English language education pro-
gram at local schools, which goes a long way to meet the aspiration of
the Okinawan people, especially the young, to play their part in establish-
ing Okinawa as a center for international exchange.

“Okina Wa” has already established itself as a valued source of infor-
mation on the various activities of the Marine Corps on Okinawa, par-
ticularly with respect to their interaction with the local communities in
English education, sports, environmental conservation, social welfare,
disaster relief, and other programs. I am certain that it will continue to
play an important role in projecting the human face of the U.S. Marines
to the people of Okinawa.

Ambassador Sadaaki Numata
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Marine hones martial arts
skills at JGSDF school

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

Long a Japanese martial arts practitioner, Gunnery Sgt. Kevin W. Padron,
assistant operations chief, Marine Air Control Group-18, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, took his knowledge and skills to a new level as he recently completed the
approximately two-month long Japanese Ground Self Defense Force Martial
Arts Instructor Course.

Padron was the first Marine to ever go through the course and is
now qualified to train other Marines in the Jukendo and Toshukakuto
fighting styles taught at the school.

Jukendo deals with bayonet training while Toshukakuto is a com-
bination of many different styles of fighting without weapons, ac-
cotding to Padron.

The opportunity to attend the course, which is part of the JGSDF
physical training school in Tokyo, was made possible due to the non-
commissioned officers exchange program implemented in 2002 between
the III Matine Expeditionary Force and JGSDE

Padron was selected for the program because of his Japa-
nese language and martial arts skills, according to Sgt.Maj.
Takeru Suwa, JGSDF Liaison Officer, III MEF, who was
responsible for candidate selection for the program.

Padron said he has been interested in martial arts
since he joined the Marine Corps nearly 20 years ago.
He developed a keen intetest in Japanese martial arts
after he began studying kendo, or sword fighting,
15 years ago. Two years ago, Padron began prac-
ticing Aikido, a method of self defense designed
to make an opponent’s momentum work against
him.

“Aikido is my passion,” Padron said. “I practice it
three times a week religiously. I think martial arts is not
only good physically but spiritually as well,” he added.

Currently, Padron is a First-Degree Black Belt in Kendo and Toshukakuto,
a Second-Degree Black Belt in Jukendo, and a Ni Kyu (2™ rank) in Aikido,
which has ranks instead of belts. Padron explained that if his rank were a belt,
it would be two steps away from a black belt.

His past martial arts training proved crucial to getting through the arduous
days at the martial arts instructor course, which ran from 6:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

“The days were long and tough,” Padron said. “It was good that they gave
us Saturday and Sunday off to heal.”

To pass the JGSDF course, students must perform seven different katas,
demonstrate practical application of fighting and refereeing skills in two tour-
naments held one week prior to graduation, and pass three written tests. Padron
said that because his written Japanese skills aren’t on par with his speaking skills,
he was exempt from the written tests.

After completing the JGSDF course, Padron said he believes the Japanese
martial arts programs and the Marine Corps Martial Arts Programs are equally
efficient, with each blending together several types of martial arts. The styles
each incorporates, however, are different, he said.

“Americans are naturally bigger than Japanese,” said Padron. “MCMAP
teaches many techniques that use a lot of upper body movements with longer
reach.” “However, the JSDF teaches students to lower the center of gravity and
readily step straightforward to reach opponents.”

He also said that because it teaches how to use weapons in different ways
and is more practical for the military, the bayonet training taught at the JGSDF
course could work well within MCMAP.

“It was an honor to represent the Marine Corps and graduate from a for-
cign school,” said Padron. “It shows how we can build bridges and bonds with
the JGSDF and we can mold together to accomplish common goals.”

Photo by Cpl.Trevor M. Carlee
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WWE kids, 2/7 Marines
hold farewell party

webDdobOobooooooao
pgoooooad

Children from Nago’s Wonderful World of English Day Care School (WWE)
joined Matines and Sailors from 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment for a final
gathering June 7 at Camp Schwab’s Oura Wan beach.

Despite inclement weather, more than 150 Marines, WWE children and their
caretakers gathered at the beach to spend time together before the unit’s return to
the US. June 12.

The battalion was originally slated to return to its home at Twentynine Palms,
Calif., in February when their Unit Deployment Program rotation ended, but the
Stop Move policy, which was in effect earlier this year, kept them here for another
four and a half months.

During their 10 months on Okinawa the battalion has been making time for
the kids from WWE whenever they can, according to Fumio Tha, community
relations specialist, Camp Schwab.

“Although most Marines in the battalion didn’t anticipate the longer stay on
the island, they were happy because they gained more opportunity to be with
those whom they have grown close to,” said Tha.

“The battalion has done a lot for the children,” said Ayumi Arakaki, a volun-
teer worker at WWE “These Marines have spent time with the kids during holi-
days like Halloween and Christmas and taught them how Americans acknowl-
edge and celebrate those days.”

The battalion has also shared barbecues and trips to the beach with the chil-
dren from WWE.

“This is one of the best ways for these kids to experience the world of En-
glish,” Arakaki continued. “Plus, the kids have grown attached to these Marines;
they are very proud to be their friends.”

Meeting with the WWE children is something Matines from 2/7 look fot-
ward to, according to Lance Cpl. Anthony L. Jamison, an infantryman with F
Company, 2/7. “T'his is my third chance interacting with these kids,” said Jamison.
“I like participating in these cookouts because playing with these guys kind of
makes me feel like a kid all over again.”
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Maijor. Also pictured is local coordinator Emiko Yamauchi, far left.

While touring Okinawa, a group from Ena High School, Gifu Prefecture, takes a commemorative photo with Marine officials including Brig.Gen.
Timothy R. Larsen, center right, commander, Marine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler, and Sgt.Maj. Jeffrey A. Green, Marine Corps Base Sergeant
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Marines, students plant
trees to celebrate Earth Day

1O
1O
1 O]

1O

Story and photo by Cpl. Michael D. Darbouze

Fifty Marines from Headquarters and Service Battalion, Marine Cotps
Base, joined 5th and 6th graders from Hamagawa and Edward C. Killin
Elementary Schools April 22 on the Foster Parade Field to plant 40 trees
to commemorate Earth Day.

“During Earth Day, we want to inform people about their relation-
ship with the environment,” said Larry R. Soenen, Environmental De-
partment, Facilities Engineers, Marine Corps Base. “With the urban com-
munity rapidly growing, it is up to us to keep some natural balance.”

Col. Glenn L. Wagner, camp commander, Camps Foster and Lester,
said this year a decision was made to do something a little different for
Earth Day to meet the demands of our environment.

“Usually recycling is the project of choice for Earth Day,” Wagner
said. “This year we decided to plant 40 trees along the parade field.”

The Okinawan and American students taking part in the day’s events
received a short class and then were mixed and broken into small groups.
With a Marine supervising each group, 40 Royal Poinciana trees were
successfully planted under the direction of teachers and FE environ-
mental personnel.

Students like Kelsey E. Morgan, 5th grader, Killin Elementary School,
learned how to plant a tree the right way and why planting trees is impor-
tant.

“We need to plant trees because they supply oxygen, and we definitely
need oxygen to breathe,” Morgan said. “Plus, they are beautiful.”

For 29 students of Hamagawa Elementary School, Chatan Town, Earth
Day tree planting provided an opportunity to learn about the environ-
ment and to meet new friends.

“Children today don’t really get a chance to learn how to plant trees,”
said Hiroshi Owan,
vice principal,
Hamagawa Elemen-
tary School, Chatan
Town. “This provided
a much needed oppor-
tunity for them.

“Meeting American
friends through a cot-
porative effort made
this event an even bet-
ter learning experi-
ence,” he added.

Soenen said the de-
mand for planting trees
has increased as the
number of trees has
decreased. “We have
less and less trees with
the expansion of de-
velopments,” Soenen
said. “We are encout-
aging people to plant
trees.”
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(left to right) Monica E. Foster, Kelsey E. Morgan, Hikari Atta and Sgt. Kymberly Richmond, Staff
Judge Advocate Office, Marine Corps Base, put final touches on their newly-planted tree.
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: Camp Spodlight

Camp Hansen: Base hosts
versatile training and

community activities

oboooboooon
HRERERERERERERERERERE

ooooon

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

Nestled at the foot of the Onna mountain range, Camp Hansen is
located in Kin Town, adjacent to the Central Training Area.

Known as a maneuver training camp, Camp Hansen operates 18 live
fire ranges, 27 non-fire ranges, two rappelling sites and three explosive
ordnance disposal sites.

Approximately 6,500 Marines, Sailors, U.S. civilian and Japanese em-
ployees support a wide range of daily activities aboard the 245-hectare

oooooooooon

e

Camp Hansen hosts a
number of units, including

—————h
.

camp.
1
. —
U.S.-based infantry battal- ‘ d 'i
ions which serve here for
six months as part of the
Unit Deployment Pro-
gram. Two such battalions
are stationed at Camp
Hansen at any one time.

IIT MEF Headquarters
Group also makes Camp
Hansen its home. III
MHG consists of the 3™
Intelligence Battalion,
Headquarters and Service
Battalion (North), the 7™
Communication Battalion,
and Special Operations
and Training Group.

Also headquartered at
Camp Hansen is the 31*
Marine Expeditionary
Unit (31 MEU), a special
operations capable unit
that can rapidly respond to
any crisis or contingency
within the Pacific Theater.

The 9th Engineer Sup-
Eort Battalion; 3 Medical Battalion; C Company, 3" Dental Battalion;
and Ordnance Maintenance Company, all under the command of the 3
Force Service Support Group, also operate on Camp Hansen.

Likewise, the 3* Battalion, 12* Marine Regiment (3/12) and Truck
Company, 3* Marine Division call Camp Hansen home. Additionally,
Camp Hansen hosts a number of supporting units.

Camp Hansen is named after Private Dale M. Hansen who received a
posthumous Medal of Honor for his actions during the 1945 Battle of
Okinawa. The camp stands on the former rice paddies of Chimu (Kin)
Village. During the Battle of Okinawa, the 1% Battalion, 7* Marine Regi-
ment used the village as a base from which to operate patrols. An expedi-
tionary airfield was constructed there in late June 1945 to provide close
air support for the final days of the battle but no longer exists.

During the Vietnam War, Camp Hansen was used as a staging area for
Marines transiting between the United States and Vietnam.

Mini Special Olympics.

oooooooooocoooood

A group of Marines cheers on their team during the tug-of-war event at the 2002 Hansen
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Hamahiga Island resi- DO OOOOO0OO0OOO
dents maintain forgotten DO OO OOOOO
Marine memorial goggdn

Editor’s note: The following article appeared in a recent editionof O000000000000000000000000000

“This Week on Okinawa,” a local weekly English- oooooooooooooooooooooooon
language magazine. Reprinted with permission. oooooooooooooooo

While Marines constantly strive to contribute uobooObobooooooooooooo
to local communities here, perhaps nobody has gbooboboobobobobobobo
ever made more of an impact than Colonel goboooooooboooobooobn
Kermit Shelly. ooooooooad

Shelly was the commanding officer of 3" Force gooboooi19ert 3000 19680
Service Regiment, now known as 3* Force Service el 0dO0d30oooooo3oan
Support Group, from March 1967 to June 1968. gobogobgobooboobobooooboon
During that time he and his Marines were familiar gboobobobooooooooonood
faces on Hamahiga Island, located northeast of goboooooooboooobooobn
Okinawa’s Katsuren peninsula, as they constantly £ gdooootdooooooog
wotked to improve the island’s infrastructure. Above: (LtE)_r)a'o an.lj\l/Irs L Vo Ier and 1950 0000000000000

After the war ended here in 1945, Americans Colonell and Mrs. :(ermit Shel-ly. - Vog dooooooooooooooooono
wotked with locgl residents to r.ebuild Okinawa. enjoy a social gathering in this 1968 photo. doooooooooooooooooad
But because of its remote location and.t}.le fact (Photo courtesy of “This week on Okinawa”) doooooooooooooooooad
that it was only accessible by ferry, electricityand [:19680 000000000000 Don UO000000O0O0OO0OO0OOO0OOOOO0OOO0O
running water arrived later in Hamahiga thanon  L.D. 000000000000 O0OOOOO0 OO0O000O00O0O0O0000C0O0O00000O0
the main island here. Consequently, Marines pro- 000000000000 000000000 OOO0OO0O0OOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOO
vided generators and diesel fuel. Over the years U 000000 obooobbobooobooooon
they also worked with the island’s approximately goobobobobobobobobo
600 residents to construct an elementary and middle school, a church, OO OO
and a community hall. Additionally, they helped rebuild private residences gooootuoooooooooooouoobobooon
and the island’s water reservoir. dooddooooooooooDmooooooooooOd

Even now the reser- ooooooooad
voir, which was designed ogoG3yomooo
to collect spring water, gobooomoo
provides irtigation to the gooboobobdd
island’s agriculture. goooooooo
Toshio Asato, a 53-year goooodmod
old farmer on Hamahiga, oood
noted the reservoit’s con- gooooboon
tinued importance. gopooooobod
“Since the construction B EESEE. gooooooooo
of this reservoit,” he said, pgoooodoood
“we’ve never run out of goooooooo
watet. For the farmers, it’s oooooooon
a real blessing.” goooooood

Of all the Marines oo
who helped Hamahiga 1968000000
residents throughout the gooooooood
years, none is as well gogboogomon
known as Shelly, who vil- gooooooon
lage eldets cite for his un- goooooood
usually dedicated efforts gooooooboo
on behalf of the island. goooogood

Tragically, the colonel gooogogon
commiitted suicide in June i _  Uomdooodo
1968. Some residents re- Ry i Morine, caretaker of Col. Shelly’s memorial, points at the commemorative plate as he boououbun
call the colonel’s despair  tglks about Shelly’s contribution to the island. (Photo courtesy of “This Week on Okinawa”) boo
at the death of many of pQppOOODOODDOOODOOOOOOOOOODOOOOONOOO0DODOO0OO booooogn
his Marines during the OO0 O0O0O0O0O00O0O0O0O0O0OOO0O0BO00000000000000O00MM ooooooooa

®



Vietnam War and cite that as a possible reason for his suicide.

After his death, plans began among island residents to construct a
memorial in his honor. With the gift of a commemorative plate from the
Marine Officers Wives Club, and the efforts of Matines and local resi-
dents, the memorial was completed. It included two flower vases, which
Marines had fashioned from old artillery shells, which were stolen some-
time after the bridge to Hamahiga was built six years ago, said Ryoji Morine,
53, who serves as the memorial’s caretaker.

In 1978, due to the expansion of the island’s middle school, the me-
morial was moved to its current location on a hillside amongst monu-
ments for the Hama settlement’s war dead and facing the direction of
Camp Foster.

Morine regularly cleans the area around the site. He also sometimes
leaves a can of beer in front of the memorial as a token of a small earthly
pleasure.

“The colonel was very kind,” said Morine. “I still remember him en-
joying walks around the island with his three pretty daughters.”

Morine noted that for four years after his death, Marines and the Ma-
rine Officers Wives Club held an annual memorial service for Shelly.
Unfortunately, say island residents, nobody has visited the site since 1972.

Still, the residents remember. Each June 23, Okinawa’s Memorial Day,
they make visits and offerings to Shelly and the island’s war dead.

“Col Shelly contributed much to Hamahiga Island,” said Morine. “I’ll
never forget my thanks to him.”
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After reading the above story and learning about the friendship
between the Marine Corps and Hamahiga before Okinawa’s
1972 reversion to Japan, Camp Hansen’s 9" Engineer Support
Battalion, 3 FSSG, sought to rekindle those ties. They assisted
island residents in a clean up of the area where Colonel Shelly’s
memorial and the one dedicated to island residents who died
during the Battle of Okinawa are located. Then, on June 23,
Okinawa’s Memorial Day, Marines joined island residents for
services at the site.

Photo by LCpl Shawn Vincent
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Military women build friendship
through martial arts exchange

oboooooon
oboooaooon

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

Women from the U.S. Marine Corps and the Japanese Ground Self
Defense Forces 1 Combined Brigade at Naha recently gathered at Camp
Courtney to make friends and share some of their services hand-to-
hand fighting techniques.

The gathering was the first women’s professional exchange between
the two forces.

“Lt.Gen. Wallace C. Gregson, commanding general, IIl MEF came
to us with an idea to create an exchange with the JGSDF which would
provide a professional atmosphere for the women to share experiences
and culture,” said Maj. Caroline Fermin-Knuth, deputy G-1, III MEE.
“The Marine Corps Martial Arts Program provided the perfect oppor-
tunity for this because all Marines are required to do it.”

After a brief introduction and opening ceremonies, the female Ma-
rines demonstrated various MCMAP throws and holds on male coun-
terparts. The guest soldiers carefully watched each move and applauded
each time the female Marines threw their larger male opponents.

“It was a good opportunity for us to show the JGSDF how we train
and they were able to show us a few things as well,” said Staff Sgt.
Daniel Bullock, chief instructor, MCMAP Far East School.

After the demonstration, the women Marines and soldiers paired to
practice moves such as controlling techniques and joint manipulation.

“The Marine Corps’ martial arts is very different from that of the
JGSDF?%,” said Leading Pvt. Kaori Nakahodo, wireman, Signal Platoon,
Infantry Group, JGSDE. “In the JGSDF, women [only] learn kata (or
non-contact demonstration of fighting techniques). It was nice to learn
about martial arts for the real world.”

After the demonstration and training, the two groups exchanged their
service’s field rations. Then, they sat down on the field to relax and get
to know each other.

“I was surprised at how much
English the soldiers knew. That

ooooooooooo
gogbuodgbogobogbogbboobuoobooobd

made it really easy to talk with
them and learn about how they
live in JGSDE,” said Sgt. Jillian
Linnet, logistics vehicle system op-
erator, Motor Transport Company;,
3rd Transportation Support Bat-
talion, 3rd Force Service Support
Group. “It was a great opportu-
nity to learn some new things and
meet some new people.”’

“The exchange seems a huge
success. I'd like more women to
participate,” said SgtMaj. Kazuo
Oda, Headquarters, 1% Combined
Brigade, JGSDE. “I hope this (pro-
fessional exchange) is the first one
of many to follow,” he added.
“We’d like the Marines to come to
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara

our camp next.”

Staff Sgt. Vickie Schneppenheim, Defense Message System chief, G-6, MCB,
practices a chin jab on Sgt 1st Class Yukami Goya, Feeding Sergeant, 101
Rear Support, JGSDF, during the professional exchange held on Camp Courtney.
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Photo by Cpl. James M. Barkalow

(From left) MGySgt. Wayne Grakowsky, on behalf of Sgt. Kenneth Blankenship (top right), Sgt. Joel Johnson and
Naomi Urasaki display letters of appreciation from Kadena Town Police Department for aiding a distressed diver.

Kadena Police honor trio for aiding distressed diver

The Kadena Town Police De-
partment presented letters of appre-
ciation May 30 to two Marines and
an Okinawan for aiding a distressed
diver off Cape Zanpa April 19.

Sgt. Joel Johnson, light armored
vehicle mechanic, 3rd Material
Readiness Battalion, 3rd Force Ser-
vice Support Group and Sgt. Ken-
neth Blankenship, explosive ord-
nance disposal technician, 9th En-
gineer Support Battalion, 3rd FSSG

were about to enter the water when
they were flagged down by Naomi
Urasaki, who was diving with a
group.

While making an ascent, she
noticed that a male diver in the
group was in distress. When she
reached him he was unconscious
and bleeding from the mouth.

Johnson, Blankenship and
Urasaki pulled the diver onto a
coral rock along the shoreline.

Johnson provided him oxygen
mask while waiting for paramedics.

Morimitsu Nakasone, chief,
Kadena Police, said the department
was grateful for the trio’s selfless-
ness.

Master Gunnery Sgt. Wayne
Grakowsky, Blankenship’s staff
noncommissioned officer in
charge, accepted the award for
Blankenship, who was deployed at
the time of the presentation.
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Marine Corps recognizes
Okinawan volunteer

Jinsei Shiroma, a local cab company owner who
volunteers with Marines to teach English to local
school children, recently received a certificate of
appreciation from Col. Glenn Wagner, camp com-
mander, Camps Foster and Lester, for his efforts.

Shiroma volunteers with Marines and their fam-
ily members who are part of the volunteer En-
glish teaching program that began in 2001 as a co-

perative effort between the military and Okinawa
Prefecture.

Shiroma volunteers two to four hours a week
between three local schools, one of which his
erandchildren attends. He sees the results of his
labor through his grandchildren.

“They come to my home, and I now talk to
them in English sometimes,” Shiroma said.
Teaching others brings English full circle for
Shiroma. He said he learned English from various
servicemembers and appreciates the chance to now
teach others.
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Marines participate in
Okinawan tradition of
dragon boat races

More than 150 Marines gained first-hand experience in Okinawa’s
centuries-old tradition of dragon boat racing during two separate events
in May.

On May 5, men’s and women’s Marine Corps teams competed in the
Naha Haarii (Festival) at Naha Port. U.S. military forces have been com-
peting in the Naha event, one of the largest on island, since 1982.

“I came out here to learn a little about Okinawan culture, but once 1
got out here, I knew we had to win the trophy,” said Diana Ramirez, a
member of the USMC women’s team. Unfortunately, her team did not
make the cut to advance to the final. “It still was a great day and I would
love to come out again next year,” she said.

Then, on May 11, more than 80 Camp Schwab-based Matines took to
the water in the Henoko Haarii on the east coast of Nago. Camp Schwab,
Henoko’s 11™ sub-district, has competed in this event every year since
1960, according to Fumio Tha, community relations specialist, Camp
Schwab.

“It is very important to keep tradition alive within the Okinawan cul-
ture. The hasrii is one way that Okinawans can celebrate their heritage,”
said Yoshihama Shokun, president, Naha Dragon Boat Promotion Asso-
ciation. “It is also a good way for Okinawans to share their culture with
foreigners.”
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Photo by GSgt Matt Hevezi
Spectators cheer a team of Marines who accidentally sank their boat while getting ready for a race at the starting line during the Henoko Haarii.
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Photo by Cpl. John F. Silwanus
Annette Cunningham uses a flag to coordinate the rowing of the USMC women’s team during the Naha Dragon Boat Races May 5.
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Photo by GySgt Matt Hevezi Photo by Kaori Tanahara
Cpl. Javier Mendoza Jr. (left) and Cpl. Alfred Clapper, 81mm Sgt. David Jost (front) and Sgt. Michael Porinni along with their teammates of Lima
Mortar Platoon, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines, fall from their Company, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines carry a boat to the boathouse after the Henoko
off-balanced boat inches before the finish line during a race Haarii. Lima Company had the fastest time of the American participants and came in
in the Henoko Haarii. second overall.
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Ask Jun!
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I see Marines running very often. Why do they like to run so much?
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| am Okinawan and my husband is a
U.S. civilian working for the U.S. mili-
tary. Naturally, as a parent, | want my
children to know both (Okinawan and
American) cultures as much as pos-
sible. If adults also try to better under-
stand each other, sincerity will be born.
Whenever | read “Okina Wa,” | hope
this magazine will serve as a bridge
between the Okinawan and military
communities. (lkuko Barbera,
Kitanakagusuku Village)
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sites associated with Okinawa where |
used to live. | regret that | didn’t have
any chance to communicate with people
who live on base when | was in Okinawa.
| am curious about how Marines live on
and off base. | look forward to reading
“Okina Wa” from now on. (Yasumasa
Meiwa, Tokyo)
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Thank you for taking the time to read “Okina
Wa.” Your comments, suggestions and feed-
back will help us improve!
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Compassion for family inspires donation

Students from Chatan Town’s
Gloria Business School presented a
check for $300 in the name of SSgt
James Cawley and family to the Navy/
Marine Corps Relief Society April 24.

Cawley, 41, whose wife Miyuki is
from Nago, was killed during Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. The students col-
lected the money after hearing of
Cawley and his family ties to Okinawa.

Cawley and his wife met in 1991
while he was stationed here on
Okinawa. Miyuki currently lives with
their two children in Salt Lake City,
Utah.

“I think the fact that the money was
donated is wonderful because it shows
that the local community really has an
appreciation for what we do here as a

military community,” said Navy Capt.

Photo by LCpl. Shawn J. Vincent
(From left) Gloria Business School students Shiho Kadekaru, Toyoaki Kishimoto and Yuko Takaesu, accompanied by
their principal, Ryunosuke Megumi, present Navy Capt. Michael Mittleman a check for $300.
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Michael H. Mittelman, commanding
officer, Camp Lester Naval Hospital.

Mittelman accepted the check on
behalf of the Navy/Marine Corps
Relief Society.

“The money will be utilized to help
several members within the Navy/
Marine Corps during times of need,”
he said.
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00 00D00(Chiyoko Kochi)
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U O 0O O O (Community Relations Specialists) L1 [ [1
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637-1886
636-2022
645-7766
622-9561
623-4509
625-2544
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kubai@3fssg.usmc.mil
takahoe@futenma.usmc.mil
tomimurah@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
umeharaich@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
kochic@itimef.usmc.mil
ihaf@3div.usmc.mil
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.milf okina_wa/ subscribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest

issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be

viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-

nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and per-

sons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the

region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of De-
fense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-0787. Okina Wa
is on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil /okina_wa.html
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